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LIMITATIONS OF THE UCR. As early as 1931, there were criti-
cisms concerning the UCR, and some of these still apply 
to the current UCR.23 Even with these criticisms, the UCR 
continues to be a major source of information pertaining to 
crime in the United States.24 Below is a brief overview of the 
criticisms and limitations concerning the UCR:

1. Some crimes do not come to the attention of those
responsible for collecting this information. In refer-
ence to the UCR, this pertains to law enforcement
agencies. As stated above, these unknown crimes
constitute the dark figure of crime.25 Potential prob-
lems with not counting these “unreported” crimes
have been outlined by Wesley Skogan:

• It restricts the deterrent capability of the criminal
justice system by shielding offenders from police
action.

• It contributes to the misallocation of resources
such as police manpower and equipment.

• It can influence the police role when officers do
not recognize certain types of criminal activity
in their own environment. As a result, officers
might overlook addressing these problems.

• It can have a negative influence on victims of
crimes who do not become “officially known”
to the criminal justice system; for instance, these
victims are ineligible for many supportive benefit  Efforts to warn people of 

the dangers of smoking 
marijuana in the 1930s 
included propaganda 
films such as Reefer 
Madness. How has 
the societal response 
to marijuana changed 
since then, and what 
impact has that had on its 
classification as a crime?
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